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Ahlan Wa Sahlan

Welcome to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, founded by 
King Abdullah I, and currently ruled by King Abdullah II son of 
the late King Hussein. Over the years, Jordan has grown into a 
stable, peaceful and modern country. 

While Jordan is known for the ancient Nabataean city of Petra, 

carved from rock over 2000 years ago, it also offers much more 
for the modern traveller, from the Jordan Valley, fertile and ever 
changing, to the remote desert canyons, immense and still. 
Whether you are a thrill seeker, a historian, or you just want to 
relax, Jordan is the place for you. 
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The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has proven home to some of the most 

breathes with the histories recorded in the Holy Bible.

known as Beysan (Beth-­shean). When Cain killed his brother Abel and 

become known as the ‘Cities of Refuge’.

where John the Baptist heralded in the New Testament of the Christian 
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Aaron’s Tomb 

BIBLICAL JORDAN

the West on the shores of the Dead Sea.
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DID YOU KNOW?
In the Book of Genesis, 
God refers to the Jordan 
River Valley around 
the Dead Sea as the 
“Garden of the Lord,” 
and it is believed to 
be the location of the 
Garden of Eden.

Baptism Site

and where Elijah ascended to heaven. This is the 
land through which Moses led the Israelites on 

manifested itself.

them to do His will. Here is where Jesus began 

and are easily accessible to visitors. 
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Tell al-­Kharrar is the same place from which Elijah is believed to have ascended to 

his public ministry at Bethany Beyond the Jordan until the age of 30. During his 
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BETHANY BEYOND THE JORDAN

Bethany Beyond the Jordan
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Churches at Bethany

built by early believers. Records of such churches remained throughout 

in Jordan. Pope John Paul II visited Bethany Beyond the Jordan during his 

as a Jubilee Year 2000 pilgrimage site by the Catholic Church in the Middle 

Directions

around 45 minutes away from Amman.
For further details please refer to: www.baptismsite.com
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located in central Jordan. These lands were featured in narratives related to 

the prosperous ecclesiastical center of Madaba produced one of the world’s 

others are displayed in the Madaba Archaeological Park. The park houses 

fortress at Machaerus.

MADABA

Mosaic Detail in Madaba
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religious map of the Holy Land in any form to survive 

Directions
Take the Airport Highway south from Amman. After 

Madaba is 45 minutes away from Amman.

DID YOU KNOW?
In keeping with Jordan’s 
commitment to restore 
and preserve its mosaic 
masterpieces, Madaba’s 
extensive Archaeological 
Park and Museum complex 
encompasses the remains 
of several Byzantine 
churches, including the 
outstanding mosaics of the 
Church of the Virgin and 
the Hyppolytus Hall, part 
of a 6th century mansion.
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Saint George church
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known today as Ayun Musa (Springs of Moses). 

viewed the Holy Land of Canaan that he would never enter. He died and was 

Beit ‘Abarah (house of the crossing). It is believed this may be the same ford 

and crossed to the eastern bank of the river.

Mount Nebo became a place of pilgrimage for early Christians from 
and a small church was built there in the 4th century to commemorate the 
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MOUNT NEBO

Serpentine Cross
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Mosaic Detail

Historical Display

the symbol of the pharmaceutical industry. 

visit with prayers in the basilica at Mount Nebo. The viewing platform erected 
for Pope John Paul’s visit remains and is used by pilgrims to enjoy the same 
panoramic scene. 
Mount Nebo was designated as a Jubilee Year 2000 pilgrimage site by the 

Directions



1010

MUKAWIR 
inspiring site of Machaerus (modern-­day Mukawir) as the palace-­fortress of 

region and the distant hills of Palestine and Israel that Herod imprisoned and 

Matthew 14:3-­11.

Rome. The site is easily reached by car from Madaba. 

Mukawir is also one of the designated pilgrimage sites for the year 2000. The 
top of Mountain of  Mukawir overlooks a breathtaking view of the Dead 
Sea. The summit can be reached after climbing a winding staircase up the 
mountain.

Directions

MUKAWIR

Mukawir
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TALL MAR ELIAS
very close to the ruins of a village known as Listib. It is 

fact that this was a religious site.
It is believed that Elijah’s ascension to Heaven in a 

Beyond the Jordan. Referred to in the Bible as ‘Barreya’ 

many scholars believe this to be the Holy place that was 

Directions
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DID YOU KNOW?
Pella is known to have 
been inhabited for most 
of the past 6,000 years, 
mainly due to its strategic 
location at the junction 
of north-­south and east-­
west trade routes. It was 
named ‘Pella’ during the 
Hellenistic period when 
the soldiers of Alexander 
the Great named their 
settlements after their 
leader’s Macedonian
birthplace.

TALL MAR ELIAS, ANJARA

Anjara Church

Tall Mar Elias 

ANJARA

Mary and his disciples passed through and rested in a nearby cave.

commemorated with the Church of Our Lady of the Mountain. The cave was 

Directions

away from Jerash.



12

PELLA, AS-SALT
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Pella

As-­Salt

PELLA
took place in ancient Jordan. 
The sites of Penuel (modern-­day Pella) and Mahanaim were where Jacob stopped 

Dahab al-­Sharqi (the eastern and western hills of gold). 
A massive Bronze and Iron Age temple recently discovered at Pella is thought to be 
the best-­preserved temple from Old Testament times anywhere in the Holy Land. 
The discovery strongly indicates that Pella is the site of ancient Penuel.

between Muslims and Christian Romans.

Directions

from Amman.

AS-SALT
and Asher.

Directions

signs.
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Umm Qays

DID YOU KNOW?
Evidence of the Nabataeans 
at Petra was already 
dwindling and when 
Christianity spread across 
the Byzantine Empire, 
Petra became the seat of a 
bishopric and a monument 
was converted to a church 
-­ the Urn Tomb. Recent 
excavations have exposed 
three churches, one of 
them paved with coloured 
mosaics.

Umm Qays

Umm Qays

houses of an Ottoman village. Many of the structures 

the city a grand and unique feel.

Jordan was the region of the Roman Decapolis 

where Jesus taught the people about the Kingdom of 

boasts spectacular panoramic views overlooking the Sea 

Roman-­Byzantine tomb over which the church was built. Such a distinctive 
architectural arrangement strongly indicates that it was built to commemorate 
the very spot where the Byzantine faithful believed that Jesus performed his 
miracle. 

Directions
Take the Jerash-­Irbid Highway north from Amman. Upon reaching the city of Irbid 

around 60 minutes away from Irbid.
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UMM AR-RASAS
This rectangular walled city is mentioned in both the Old and New Testaments 

local Christians with Byzantine-­style mosaics over 100 years into the start of 

Just outside the city walls is the recently unearthed Church of Saint Stephen. 

The mosaic depicts the images of 27 Old and New Testament cities of the Holy 

Just 2km north of Umm Ar-­Rasas is the highest standing ancient tower in 

Directions

Mosaic Detail
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to several excellent galleries and exhibition centers. These have transformed the 
city into a focal point for local and international artists who regularly exhibit 
here. 

DID YOU KNOW?
As they were leaving the 

order not to look back and 
was turned into a pillar of 

and his two daughters 

near the small town of 

River Valley around the 

believed to be the location 

Hadrian’s Gate

JERASH

8:26).

there is a fountain where Byzantine citizens once 
annually celebrated Jesus’ miracle of turning 

within Jerash is a popular destination for modern 
pilgrims who want to re-­enact the travels and 
teachings of Christ.

make Jerash the second most important historical 

Directions
Take the northbound Amman-­Jerash Highway. Follow the signs. Jerash is just 
45 minutes away from Amman.
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PETRA
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PETRA

The Bible’s Old Testament seems to make mention of Petra under several 

(Numbers 20:10-­24). Local tradition says that the spring at Wadi Musa (Valley 

Ad Deir (The Monastery)

commanded him to give people: 

Nabataean king who ruled Petra.

Directions 

the signs indicating the route to the city. Petra is about 3 hours from away 
Amman.
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to several excellent galleries and exhibition centers. These have transformed the 
city into a focal point for local and international artists who regularly exhibit 
here. 

HISBAN
overlooking the northern tip of the Dead Sea and the 
Lower Jordan Valley.

names (Numbers 21:26). Formerly ruled by the Amorite 

pilgrims’ route from Jerusalem to Mount Nebo via the 
Jordan River.

on the King’s Highway south of Amman. Some scholars 

periods.

Directions

away from Amman.

Cave at Hisban

DID YOU KNOW?
Six tombs, from different 
periods, have been found 
hollowed out of the rock 
beneath the mosaic-­

Memorial Church at 
Mount Nebo. In the present 
presbytery you can see 
remnants of mosaics, the 
earliest of which is a panel 
with a braided cross. The 
Serpentine Cross, which 
stands just outside the 
sanctuary, is symbolic of 
the brass serpent taken by 
Moses into the desert and 
the cross upon which Jesus 
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THE DEAD SEA & LOT’S CAVE
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THE DEAD SEA & LOT’S CAVE

natural environment equally matched by its powerful spiritual symbolism. 

always known it as Bahr Lut (Lot’s Sea).

subject to some of the most dramatic and enduring Old Testament stories. In 

of the inhabitant’s wicked and arrogant ways. But Abraham successfully 

Salt Formations

salt pillar that was Lot’s wife.
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The events in the lives of Abraham and Lot probably 
took place during the Early or Middle Bronze Age 

remains of the ancient walled towns of Bab ed-­Dhra’ 

both still show evidence 

remains of these places are still buried somewhere 
around the Dead Sea.

By the 6th century AD in the early Christian era -­ more 

of Jordan was dotted with Christian monasteries and 
churches.

roads from central and southern Jordan. 

Directions
Take the Airport Highway until you see the Dead Sea sign. Take a right and follow the 
signs. Lot’s Cave is around 1.5 hours away from the Dead Sea.

Salt Pillars

Lot’s Cave

DID YOU KNOW?
During the 1st millennium 
BC, the Kings’ Highway linked 
the kingdoms of Edom, Moab 
and Ammon. Several centuries 
later, the Nabateans used this 
road as a trade route for luxury 
goods such as frankincense 
and spices coming from the 
southern Arabian peninsula. 
When the Romans took over 
the area, they remodeled 
the road to meet Roman 
standards for troop transport, 
and renamed it the Via Nova 
Traiana. The highway has long 
been an important pilgrimage 
route for both Christians and 
Muslims alike.
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AMMAN

20

AMMAN

giant of a man (Deuteronomy 3:11). 

the Ptolemic ruler Philadelphus. 

facilities.

Citadel
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DID YOU KNOW?
Herod Antipas became governor 
of Machaerus after marrying a 

be the daughter of King Aretus IV 

a Herodian-­Nabataean alliance. 

relationship that was strongly 
opposed by John the Baptist. As 

beheaded John at Machaerus 
(Mark 6: 14-­29).
The forces of King Aretus later 
defeated Herod Antipas’ army in 
36 AD. This was subsequently 
interpreted by many as divine 
retribution for the death of John 
the Baptist.

AQABA

Ezion-­geber and Elath (or Eloth) were port towns 

They are best known for their roles during the 

both King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba 

between the kings of Judah and Edom (1 Kings 

purpose-­built church in the world has been 
discovered in Aqaba.

  

Oldest  Purpose-­Built Church in the World
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THE KING’S HIGHWAY
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THE KING’S HIGHWAY
The King’s Highway is the world’s oldest continuously used communication 

certainly have used this route on his journey from Mesopotamia to Canaan. 

Abraham.

most stunning landscapes and some of its most important ancient sites.
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“ Your Royal Highness,

Determining Jesus Christ’s baptism site is not an easy task today, but 

we are taking guidance from the verses of the Holy Book, as well as the 

history and holy tradition of the Orthodox Church…we can identify that 

the baptism area of the Lord Jesus Christ, the place where John the Baptist 

baptized Him in Transjordan, is on the east bank of the river facing 

the Dead Sea. From this, we show that the Baptism Site of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ lies in the lands of the Hashemite Kingdom

of Jordan, exactly on the east bank of the river.”

Erinious 1

Patriarch of the Holy City

“We are overwhelmed with joy for the generous granting of continuous 

and endless attention with the objective of shedding light upon the 

Baptismal Site, the virtuous place in which Jesus Christ was baptized by 

John the Baptist, and the Holy Site which embodies the magnanimous life,

the place is the dwelling of the Spirit eternally bestowed thus giving life to 

the believers in Jesus Christ throughout the ages. This site has become the 

meeting place of God and the human being, in which interpenetrate the 

past with the present and the future, transforming all periods of history 

into spiritual breaths of faith which become deep-­rooted in the hearts of 

the faithful throughout ages and generations… The antiquities which 

Christian tradition and give it historic value.”

Bishop Salim Sayegh

Auxiliary Bishop and Vicar General for Jordan

Michel Sabbagh

Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem    
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One Day Itinerary:
Day 1: Amman City Tour, Madaba, Mount Nebo, and Bethany 
Beyond the Jordan

5 Day Itinerary:
Day 1. Umm Qays, Jerash -­ Overnight in Amman
Day 2. Bethany Beyond the Jordan, Madaba, Mount Nebo -­ 
Overnight in Amman
Day 3. Mukawir, Umm Ar-­Rasas, Karak -­ Overnight Petra
Day 4. Petra, Sila’, and Lot’s Cave -­ Overnight in Amman
Day 5. Amman Citadel, Roman Theatre, Museums

8 Day Itinerary: 
Day 1. Jerash, Ajlun, Pella, and Umm Qays -­ Overnight in Amman
Day 2. Amman City Tour and Desert Castles -­ Overnight in 
Amman
Day 3. Madaba, Mount Nebo, and Karak -­ Overnight in Petra

Day 4. Petra -­ Overnight in Petra
Day 5. Wadi Rum -­ Overnight in Wadi Rum
Day 6. Aqaba -­ Overnight in Aqaba
Day 7. Lot’s Cave, Lot’s Wife and the Dead Sea -­ Overnight 
at the Dead Sea
Day 8. Bethany Beyond the Jordan -­ Return to Amman

For more itineraries, please check our website:

www.VisitJordan .com

BIBLICAL ITINERARIES



Mukawir
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